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Q. What are some ways I can customize my Windows 7 computer?

A. Windows 7 provides the greatest number of ways to customize or personalize your computer that Microsoft has given us so far and I will share a bunch of them with you now. Many of the customization options can be reached just by right –clicking on your desktop and selecting the Personalize option.

Q. Change the theme--desktop background, window color, sounds, and screen saver all at once.

A. Right click in a blank space on the desktop of Aero themes (transparent) and a selection of Basic and High Contrast themes. Click on a set of pictures in Aero and there will be an interesting slide show of architecture, art, cartoon characters, landscapes, or nature. You can deselect any of the pictures you don’t want to be included in the show. You can also change the length of time between picture change.
Click on Get more themes online to select additional themes. Don’t forget to click on Save theme and give it a name. 
Q. Change the desktop or select a picture for your desktop
A. Find the pictures that you want to include in your slide show. All of the pictures must be located in the same folder. Click on one picture, press and hold the Ctrl key on the keyboard and select additional pictures to create a slide show. Select the amount of time between picture changes, the position, and click Save Changes.

Some folks like to set up a series of personal pictures as a slide show and use their computer monitor as a digital picture frame.

Q. Change only the Window colors (borders, Start menu and taskbar)

A. At the bottom of the Personalization window, click the Window Color icon. Click on a color and adjust the Color intensity with the slider bar. If you want to save energy, uncheck Enable transparency. Click Save Changes.
Q. Change sounds

A. Clicking the down arrow beside the name of a Sound theme lists about 16 different themes. Click on the name, then under Program Events, where there is a speaker icon, there is a sound associated. I click on Exit Windows because it has a longer duration, and click the Test button to hear the associated sound. If you don’t hear anything, check the speaker icon on the Notification bar to see if the sound is turned down or muted. When you’re satisfied, click OK.

Q. Change Screen Saver

A. Under Screen Saver, click the down arrow to see options. It’s no longer necessary to have a screen saver to protect the monitor. Click OK. 
Along the left side of the Personalization page are links to more customizations.

Q. Change Desktop Icons

A. Click on Change desktop icons. The first option lists five icons that you may choose to show on the desktop or NOT. Click the checkbox(es) for icons you want to show. Clicking the Change icon button allows one to select a different icon or browse for a new one. Click OK.

Q. Change Mouse Pointers

A. Clicking this link opens the Mouse Properties Window with six tabs. The Buttons tab allows two main changes: Right-handed to left-handed and Double-click speed--click & drag the marker on the slider bar and check the speed by double clicking on the manila folder—when it opens, you’ve used the correct speed.
The second tab, Pointers, lets one choose a scheme that affects all the pointers or Customize that allows the change of one or more cursors. For a scheme, I most often choose Windows Inverted (extra large) (system scheme). If you want a big red pointer, go to  http://www.philip-henderson.co.uk/R_download/red_right_lrg.shtml.

Tab 3. Pointer Options, lets one select a Pointer Speed, Snap To the default button in a dialog box, Display pointer trails, Hide pointer while typing, and Show location of pointer when Ctrl key is pressed.

Tab 4. Wheel, sets the number of vertical lines to scroll when the wheel is rolled one notch or one screen at a time, and if the mouse has horizontal scrolling capabilities, how many characters to move at a time.

Tab 5. Hardware, shows what pointing devices (touchpad, mouse, trackball, etc.)are installed on the computer.
Tab 6. Device Settings, allows disabling or enabling of the Touchpad. Click OK.

Q. Change Account Picture

A. Whether it’s an Administrator account or a Standard account, you can change the picture you see when you log in and/or open the Start Menu. Clicking on a picture or Browsing in your Pictures Library and clicking on a picture changes the account picture.

Q. Display

A. Allows one to change the size of text and other items on the screen by clicking in a radio button: Smaller (100%), Medium (125%), and Larger (150%). Laptops may have only two choices.
Q. Change Taskbar & Start Menu

A. The Taskbar and Start Menu Properties window has three tabs: Taskbar, Start Menu, and Toolbars. Under the Taskbar tab, Click checkbox(es) for Lock the taskbar (so it stays docked),

Auto-hide the taskbar (so it disappears when you don’t need it, but pops up when the mouse pointer is in the area), and Use small icons.

Click on the down arrow to select a different Taskbar location. I keep mine at the bottom.

Click on the down arrow for the Taskbar buttons. Choices are: Always combine, hide labels; combine when taskbar is full; and Never 

I have my computer set to Always combine because it lets you preview the open windows with Aero Peek (Hover over an icon and thumbnails of the open windows will pop up for your selection.)

Click the Start Menu tab to customize how links, icons, and menus look and behave on the Start Menu. Click Customize. Some items such as Computer, Control Panel, Documents, etc. have three options: Display as a link (Opens the specific window), Display as a menu (Lists the files for individual selection), and Don’t display this item (Don’t show it on the Start menu.) I have selected “Display as a link” or “Don’t display this item” for most. Click OK.
Power Button Actions (Same as clicking the down arrow beside Shut down), NOT THE ON BUTTON: Shut down, Hibernate, Sleep, Restart,    Lock, Log off, Switch User. I leave mine on “Shut down”. Click OK.

Q. Ease of Access Center

A. The Ease of Access Center is especially helpful for users with vision problems (including blindness) or difficulties using the mouse or keyboard. It includes 1) a Magnifier that enlarges up to 1600% by clicking the Plus (+) key on the screen. Decrease by clicking the minus (–) sign. 2) a Narrator that reads to you, echoes user’s keystrokes, and announces System Messages. 3) An On-Screen Keyboard is used by mouse clicking or touchpad rather than the keyboard. 4) Choose a High Contrast theme for ease of reading.
Q. Side-by-side split screen

A. With two windows open in un-maximized (restore down) positions, press and hold the Windows key and press and release the Right Arrow key to send one window to the right. Click on the other window and press and release the Left Arrow key to send that window to the left.
